
OSHKOSH BY KEVIN & KEVIN 

FABRICATOR 

E A A  C h a p t e r  9 0  
2 3 4 0  S e m i l l i o n  C t  
O a k d a l e  C A  9 5 3 6 1  

Volume 3, Issue 8 

August 2007 

Inside this issue: 
Scott V’s trip to  
Oshkosh 

2 

Meeting Minutes 3 

What’s Happening 4 

Oshkosh. Just the word itself speaks volumes to 
those who hold an interest in aviation. The interest-
ing thing to me is that it can, and does, mean some-
thing a little different to everyone. As I walked the 
huge  (and I mean HUGE) grounds, I looked around 
at all the people and found it  amazing that each and 
every person there 
came because of 
their interest  in 
some aspect of 
aviation. And that 
no matter what 
their preference 
was, Oshkosh 
could fill it. 
Amazing to me 
too is that those 
people literally 
came from all 
over the planet to 
attend. Oshkosh is that important to the aviation 
community. For me it was a great week. I got so see 
new products and new planes. I love seeing what 
companies bring to this event. It is the premiere 
aviation show and so many new items get unveiled. I 
was impressed with the growth of LSA and the im-
pact it is making on general aviation. It is definitely 
here to stay and everyone is jumping in, even the 
"big boys" like Cessna and Cirrus. Amazing too is 
the explosion in the light jet market. That has 
emerged fast and the examples presented were really 
exciting. While all that sight seeing was great, and I 
enjoyed every minute of it, what was even more 
satisfying to me was being able to walk the grounds 
with some of my closest friends. Chapter 90 has 
brought me in contact with people who I have be-

come very close to, and who I genuinely like to 
spend time with. Guys who share the same passion 
for "gadgets" and "all stuff aviation". Friends who I 
admire for their technical knowledge as well as the 
kind of people they are. Good men who mean a lot 
to me in this life. To me, that was the best part of 

Oshkosh ... sharing it with 
my friends. 
By Kevin Haslebacher 

 

To say AirVenture was an 

adventure, is an under-

statement. If you ask 

any of the six EAA90ers 

that went, about their 

week you will get a wide 

variance of responses. 

My response would defi-

nitely be on the low side. 

I  spent 3 days in Osh-

kosh and only about 9 hours at AirVenture. I was 

so sick, I spent most of the hours asleep in my 

room back at the house we rented. I did enjoy 

spending time with Ken Scott before the rest of 

the crew arrived. Ken has a lot of airplane knowl-

edge. He is a definite asset to our chapter. If you 

have a airplane problem and need some help 

keep  Ken in mind. I’m sure he’d love to help and  

with his background, I’m sure he is capable.  

On Wednesday I tried to hang with the guys. We 

made it to the seaplane base, which is a definite 

must see, even if float plane aren’t your thing. 

After that I ventured off on my own. Like a 

wounded animal going off to die, I finished my 

Airventure experience on my own, only to end my 

Oshkosh adventure back at the house sleeping.    

 

EAA 90 OshKosh Crew 
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BE THERE! BY SCOTT V 

The Flying Dutchman 

weighs in on his trip 

to Oshkosh! 

Well where does the time go? I had intended to document every day 
of my visit to Oshkosh but that just never happened. We were either 
too busy or just plain too whooped to do anything when we got back. 
So now I’ll just give you a run down of this my 3rd and best trip to 
OSH yet. 

Two things made my trip to Oshkosh this time around much more 
fun; one, I went with my buddies from our local EAA Chapter 90, and 
two, Skype. More on Skype later. 

The trip to Oshkosh was a long one. We first drove from Modesto to 
San Jose. This was made more bearable by my not having to drive 
and sharing a car with 3 other guys who love airplanes and talking 
about aviation. The traveling buddies were Brian Braun, Keith Braun, 
Kevin Haslebacher, and myself. (Many thanks go to Brian Braun for 
driving us to and from all airports on our journey.) The first leg of our 
trip took us from San Jose to Salt Lake City where we had about a 4 
hour layover. Again this was made bearable by having your buddies 
around. After the layover the second leg of the flight took us to 
Milwaukee. The first thing we did was to pick up the rental car. The 
friendly and courteous agent informed us that we were late, and 
after not being helpful assigned our mini-van. After a brief 45 minute 
search and going back to ask the friendly agent where the van was, 
the van was finally located and we were on the road to Oshkosh. But 
what the hey, you’re with your airplane buddies. 

We finally arrived at the rental house at around 2am. Ah, home at 
last. Kevin BenZiger who arranged the rental house warned us 
ahead of time that the house may not be that clean. Well, he was 
right. When I got into my bedroom I pulled back the comforter to 
find… cat fur. So I pulled back the top sheet to find… cat fur. Okay, 
kitty fur is soft and fun to pet but I don’t want to sleep in it. Luckily I 
found a blanket and was able to sleep on top of the comforter where 
at least I couldn’t see the fur. But what they hey, you’re with your 
airplane buddies. All of Chapter 90’s Oshkosh contingent were 
finally together; Ken Scott, Kevin BenZiger, Kevin Haslebacher, Keith 
Braun, Brian Braun, and Scott VanArtsdalen. 
When we finally got to the show on Tuesday morning, all was forgot-
ten and all we could think about is the magic that lay before us. All 
airplane, all day. We spent part of the first day just walking the flight 
line looking at all the Van’s RV aircraft that were parked there. The 
number of RVs in attendance every year grows. There was even a 35 
ship formation of Van’s RVs doing flyovers. 35 RVs flying together 
sound pretty spectacular. We checked out paint jobs, got some great 
building ideas, and just generally enjoyed seeing the variety of 
aircraft there. One of the star RVs in attendance was Trey Johnson’s 
amphibious RV-7. The workmanship was excellent and was some-
what reminiscent of the Schneider Cup racers of yesteryear. 

Next we visited some of the kit aircraft and engine manufacturers. I 
can’t begin to remember all the booths we stopped at but among 
them were Eggenfelner, Van’s, Zenith, and Sonex. We also looked at 
several automotive and diesel conversions. 

Then it was off to the exhibit halls. I’m not even going to try to name 
every vendor and manufacturer we saw. Just think of one and they 
had a booth there. One of the highlights of the show for me was the 
Vertical Power booth. Vertical Power is doing for electrical systems 
what the EFIS did for flight instruments. Their flagship product is 
something they have nicknamed the digital copilot. It’s basically an 
electrical system in a box that is wired to a computer. There are only 
three switches to the whole system. You punch in a security code 
and the computer starts your engine for you. Flaps are deployed, 
boost pump is turned on, lights come on all automatically at just the 
right times. A lot of people ask why you would want to do that but a 
lot of people ask why anyone would want to use an EFIS and those 
are becoming very popular. In fact anyone and everyone is coming 
out with an EFIS. Up and coming are the Czechs who had two sepa-
rate companies displaying their avionics. 

Another highlight of the exhibit halls for me was to meet an old 
internet friend who use to work for Control Vision on their Anywhere 
Map product and has since started working for Dynon. He told me 
some of the things you can expect to see from Dynon in the near 
future; a moving map and an auto pilot for starters. 

Even though we were all pretty tired by the end of the first day I had 
arranged to meet some friends of mine ( 
http://www.rivetbangers.com ) for dinner. The rest of the Chapter 90 
contingent (dubbed the 209 Posse) agreed to come along. As testa-
ment to what a wonderful hobby we engage in even though our 
Chapter 90 gang didn’t know anyone there, within minutes all were 
talking to complete strangers about homebuilt aircraft. The restau-
rant was called The Black Otter Dining Club and their specialty is 
prime rib. I ordered the little girly cut called the Queen Cut. It was a 
mere 32 oz of DELICIOUS prime rib. They also have what they call 
the King Cut which is 160 oz, yes that’s 10 pounds of prime rib. Two 
people have finished one and gotten their dinners for free. The staff 
would not tell me where those two people are buried. We then re-
turned to our rental house tired, fed, and happy. And that was just 
the first day. 

To write all the things we did each day would take a couple hours to 
read so I’ll just hit some of the highlights. Cessna previewed their 
new light sport aircraft called the 162 Sky Catcher. I’ve heard it 
called everything from Sky Chicken to Sky Scratcher. Call it what you 
want it was a slick little bird with an all glass panel designed exclu-
sively for Cessna by Garmin and even had two cup holders. Long 
overdue Cessna. They were taking $5000 deposits and had a board 
showing the running total; close to 600 by the time we left Osh on 
Friday. This was making the other LSA manufacturers feel very good. 
When Cessna steps in you know there is money to be made. There 
were also a couple of very light jets which held the attention of 
several members of Chapter 90. Sonex announced their battery 
powered prototype airplane. 

Also worth noting was the barbecue we attended on Wednesday 
evening. It is put on by Bob Collins who puts out a weekly RV news-
letter and host a Yahoo group dedicated to RV-7 builders and entusi-
asts. It was a veritable who’s who in the world of Van’s RV. The only 
notable absence was Van’s Aircraft but I have a feeling that will 
change next year. Bob put on a GREAT spread for only $10 a head. 
Even the short downpour didn’t dampen anyone’s spirits. Bob had 
some great door prizes to give away including t-shirts, hats, and 
some even better stuff including a free e-mag or p-mag, $5000 off 
on a Superior engine, and even a free empenage kit from Van’s 
Aircraft. Chapter 90 even had a winner when Kevin won an Angle of 
Attack display from Advanced Flight Systems worth $800. Again, we 
didn’t know most of the people there but you could start up a con-
versation with anyone simply by saying, “So, whatcha’ building?” 
Bob Collins has a winner in this BBQ and I can’t wait to attend it 
again. 

That was two of the things that really made this Oshkosh one of the 
best I’ve ever attended. Having my friends with me, meeting friends I 
have made on the Internet and never met in person, was a fun 
experience. Skype also made the convention more fun for me. Skype 
is a software program that you can run on any PC and use like a 
telephone. If you have a video camera built into your PC then you 
can have video calls. This is exactly what I did each evening. It was 
easier being far away from my family if I could see them in full video 
on my computer every evening. Nothing like watching your kids 
make silly faces for 20 minutes or so. The best part about Skype is 
that it is completely free. 

There were a few downsides to Oshkosh this year. One was that 
Kevin BenZiger was sick the whole time. Many thanks go to Kevin B 
for arranging our housing this year. Cats and all, thanks for setting 
that up for us Kevin and a BIG thank you from me personally. Also 
the landing accident between two P-51’s on Friday afternoon which 
left one man dead. You hate to hear about anyone getting hurt in 
aviation and when they take a historically significant aircraft with 
them it’s a double loss. 

Happily for us we all made it back safe and sound to Oakdale each 
with his fill of Oshkosh for the year. I was pretty much done with 
Oshkosh and not eager to go back. I have a feeling though that next 
July I’ll be wishing I could go again. If you’ve never been to AirVen-
ture please try to attend it just once. It does get tiring after several 
days but while you’re there it is just magical. Oshkosh: You gotta’ be 
there! 

From Old to New 
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Here are the minutes 

from our last two 

meetings! 

Minutes of Board Meeting 8/8/07 
Pres. Leon Shaeffer opened the meeting with 4 members present, Kevin H., Ken Scott, 
Leon, and myself. 
Kevin and Ken reported on their wonderful experiences that they had at the Oshkosh 
convention.   
They will also bring up some of the highlights at the next regular meeting.   
The minutes of the last regular meeting were read and approved.   
Treasury report:  Savings account:  $5794.50.  Checking account:  $394.67. 
There has not been a decision made by the Oakdale City Council who will be chosen to 
lease the airport. A decision will be made sometime in September.  
Electrical progress has been slow.  Dennis is planning to set the power pole in the next 
2 weeks.   
Leon said he will check on the price of copper again, but it was decided to hold off on 
buying it until we know who will be taking over the airport lease.   
 Coming events:  A flyout will be discussed at the next regular meeting on Aug. 14th.  Two 
movie nights are planned.  On Aug. 25th and Sept. 22nd.  No movie titles have been cho-
sen yet.   
The board meetings will continue to be held at Perkos for the next few months.   
 

Minutes of General Chapter meeting  7-10-07 
Leon Shaeffer opened the meeting. 
Minutes of the last board meeting were not available . 
Leon reported that the Young Eagles Day was a great success with 35 kids getting an 
airplane ride ,and he thanked all the members who helped make it a great     day,and 
the kids also had a good time with the flight simulator on the computer . 
Treasury report Dennis Bailey reported that the Young Eagles Day was a financial suc-
cess also, the chapter broke even because of the hot dog sales. 
The savings account is now $5801.85 and checking account is up to $1672.00. 
Things to be done around the hangar: the power pole needs to be set and some volun-
teer help is needed. 
Clean up behind the hangar is scheduled for next Saturday. 
The fly out to Rancho Murrieta was cancelled because the FSS has been closed.          
Kevin H reported that the 501-3c papers have been returned to us again for more info 
,but the IRS gave us more time to comply. Hopefully this will be the last time.  
For the evenings program Richard Rosa from the Modesto Airport talked about the 
FAA wings program that has been discontinued but Is now available on the Internet at 
[FAA SAFETY.GOV ] for taking the test to earn your wings. 

 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 



 
 

EAA CHAPTER 90 
2340 SEMILLION CT 
OAKDALE CA 95361 

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING   

We are on the 
Web at: 

www.eaa90.org 

August 2007 
 

8th****EAA Chapter 90 Board Meeting @ 7PM  @ Perko's in Riverbank 
 

11th****EAA Chapter 90 Newsletter available on the Internet  
 

14th***EAA Chapter 90 Meeting.  Meeting @ 7PM 
September 2007 
 

5th****EAA Chapter 90 Board Meeting @ 7PM  @ Perko's in Riverbank 
 

8th****EAA Chapter 90 Newsletter available on the Internet  
 

11th***EAA Chapter 90 Meeting.  Meeting @ 7PM 
 
 
Chapter 90 Meetings are open to the public and are held at Berry Aviation Center, 
located at the west end of Donnelly Field, Oakdale Municipal Airport. 


